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To all the world of life I am
Creations I am death.

Apart from me, brave Arjun, there

Exists no single thing;
The universe is strung on me

Like pearls upon a string.

I am the taste in water; sound

In ether; none the less
Am I the mystic word that gives

All scriptures power to bless;
I am the light in moon and sun;

In man the manliness;

I am the fragrance in the earth;

I am the heat in fire;
The life in life; the energy

In men of stern desire;

I am the everlasting seed

All forms of life to save;
I am the wisdom of the wise;

The courage of the brave;

I am the strength of those too strong

For lust or passion's toll;
I am the pure, permitted love

Toward every living soul.

Here then are combined in the central teachings of this
great book the two doctrines of immanence and transcen-
dence, both of which are needed if religion is to be at once
philosophical and practical.

"There cannot be worship', says Rabindranath Tagore,
'unless we admit duality, and there cannot be devotion
unless we fix our gaze on One/ Like the Gita he swings
between the Vaishnava emphasis upon Bhakti, and the
Upanishadic doctrine of the One Reality.

VI

But to these the, Gita seeks also to reconcile the Sankhya
teaching of the two eternal realities, Nature, Prakriti, and
Souls, Purusha, and here is a reconciliation far less happy: